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The large presence of blacks in the Western world Is a direct 
result of the phenoraenon of European capitalist expansion from 
the beginning of the 16th century up until the middle part of 
the 19th. During this period more than fifteen million black 
Africans were taken prisoners to provide Europe with a cheap 
labour force and to solve the labour shortage which existed at 
that time in European colonies in the Western hemisphere. Prom 
the 16th to the 19th century Great Britain created, organized 
and maintained slave colonies in the West Indies. In 1788 
British West Indian sugar planters valued their holdings at 
670,000, 000. It was ports like Liverpool and Bristol, grown 
rich on such trade, that provided the initial capital surplus 
for the Industrial revolution in Britain. In 1834 the status 
of black slave labour was altered by the reformed parliament 
in Britain. But emancipation brought about no real substantial 
economic and political changes for the former slaves, since 
Britain continued to support the economic and political 
relationships established during the period of chattel slavery. 
Since the conquest, the colonization, the extinction of the 
aboriginal people and the importation of black slave labour to 
work on the sugar and coffee plantations, Britain has bound her 
colonies in the West Indies to herself by political ties with 
the primary object of promoting her own econoraic advantages. 
In the early part of the 1960 's British colonialism was 
replaced by neo-colonialism in the larger islands In the West 
Indies. 




During the l€th to the 19th century black labour was not 
imported In any large amount into England because there 
existed no labour problem which had to be solved by the 
importation of slave labour into the metropolitan country. 
For this reason there was not at that time in history the 
creation of what might be called an Internal colony in 
England, as was the case in America where large numbers of 
black slave labourers had to be used to solve the demands of 
the new plantation system created by European imperialism. 
It was not until the 1950's that there came about a demand 
for cheap and unskilled black labour force in Britain and it 
was at this time that there began a mass migration of blacks 
from the black Commonwealth countries which had formerly been 
under British rule, into metropolitan England. This migration 
movement has resulted in the creation of an internal colony 
which is marked by the presence of a colonial proletariat in 
metropolitan Britain. The main reasons for this mass 
migration movement are said to be the following: 

a) After the Second World War Britain experienced a labour 
shortage, and industry and government went out of their 
way to attract Commonwealth citizens and other foreigners 
to work in Britain. The Aliens Act of 1919 was relaxed to 
admit foreigners under the Ministry of Labour permit to 
work in certain industries. In 1948 the British Nationality 
Act gave free entry for citizens of the black Commonwealth. 

b) Centuries of British Imperialiam in the black Common wealth 
impoverished these countries; uneitiployment and poverty 
forced black people to leave their homes and to look for 
jobs in Britain. 



c) The educational system set up by the British In their ! 
colonies provided such trained personnel and semi-educated 
citizens of these colonies who found that they had been 
detached from their own culture and tradition through the 
overt and covert assimilation process which they had been 
put through. They saw straight forward that they had been 
brought to a point in history where their own actions and 
doings conflicted with the society into which they had 
been born. The only place where they thought they could, 
with confidence, practice their acquired culture was Great 
Britain. Because of their race this group was not accepted 
in Britain. 

The presence of West Indian workers in Britain does not by 
itself create an internal colony; because they are racially 
and culturally different from the British proletariat. They 
are, however, an external proletariat because their position in 
that society does not only depend upon their class origins but 
also their racial and cultural background. The key relation- 
ships which exist between this group and the dominant white 
society are; (1) economic control and exploitation and t2) 
political dependence and subjugation. Both necessitate 
separation and inferior status. This joint exploitation nveans 
namely that blacks in Britain have been forced to the bottom 
of the social scale where mobility or integration is impossible, 
and they have been barred in this process economically and 
socially from material existence, prestige and power. This 
colonial-exploitation has lead to the development of ghettos 
which are characterized by poor and Inadequate housing, 
improper and inadequately equipped educational institutions, a 
high crime rate, poverty and broken families. 
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This form of exploitation has led to the destruction of the 
West Indian family system; its main victims are the black 
youths, who are found in poor quality schools, and a large 
number of them are placed wrongly in educationally sub-normal 
schools. Figures show that "immigrants comprise nearly 17% 
of the normal school population in London but nearly 34% of 
the ESN school population is imraigrant. And four out of five 
Immigrant children In these ESN schools are West Indian. 
Some ESN schools estimated that between 70 and 79% of their 
immigrant pupils were wrongly placed" . These wrong placements 
are the direct result of the conflicts which exist between 
the West Indian group and the dominant white society. 

The presence and position of West Indians in metropolitan 



England led to 'racial disturbances" in 1958 in Netting Hill 
Gate and Nottingham. The British ruling classes, not wanting 
to deal with the real problems which had caused these 
"disturbances", began setting up community organizations and 
institutions in order to control the situation , yet, at the 
same time they did nothing to change the conditions nor the 
exploitation of the West Indian group. In Netting Hill, the 
Notting Hill Adventure Playground Association was founded to 
deal with the problem of the unequal distribution of parks in 
the Kensington area. Many more Adventure Playgrounds were 
founded at this time but the Hotting Hill Adventure Playground 
is the longest established Adventure Playground in Kensington. 

So far there exists no critical material dealing with the 
function of Adventure Playgrounds and Youth Clubs. For this 
reason the first part of the thes is will deal with the 
history of colonialism and its eftects on the situation of 
West Indians in Britain. The major part is a case study of 
the Netting Hill Adventure Playground, its set-up, educational 
orientation and ideological role In the West Indian community. 



I have selected this particular playground for the following 
reasons: tfe»se 

1) I have been for six months a participant observer (14.3.72 - 
14.9.72). 

2) I conducted interviews with organizers, community members, 
children and cornnuntty leaders. 

3) I have with two others over the last two years taken more 
than 500 photos on play activities and other matters. 

4} Structural reasons: 

a) The lack of industries in the Kensington area. 

b) London is an administrative city and has an urban 
problem much like that of New York. London has a very 

-;•.:;. -! industrial concentration as does New York. 

c) London has attracted educated blacks and Wotting Hill 
has been the center of the recent black political, 
social and cultural movement in Britain. 

d) Kensington is a very rich borough and the Notting Hill 
part has had for some time a large population of West 
Indians . 

e) Notting Hill has attracted for a long time British 
social workers and has been the experiment ground for 
social projects, etc.. Youth Clubs, Adventure Playgrounds 
and Youth Homes . 

f) There exist poor educational facilities, a shortage of 
homes, etc. 

g) The role of charity organiiations and outside personnel 
in community politics. 

In the course of the study I want to, more systematically, 
conduct further empirical research (Interviews) , in order to 
explore the following aspects of the concept and working of 
these Adventure Playgrounds, Youth Clubs, Youth Homes: 



b) 



a) What were the real demands of this conmunlty In 1958 and 
how were their demands answered? How far were these 
demands related to playground questions? 

What was the role of this community and that of outsiders 
in the establishment of the Adventure PlaygroundK? 
c} In what way can the British society be said to be 

interested in these playgrounds and for what reasons? 
Wliat are the reasons for the decline of conununity 
participation in these organisations? 
e) What were the attitudes of the community towards the 

Netting Hill Adventure Playground, in its early life, and 
what are the present attitudes towards it? And why? 

One of the major tasks will be to identify the ideological 
elements in the concept and realization of the playground. My 
hypotheses with respect to ideology are: the concept of 
Adventure Playgrounds is based upon anti-authoritarian ideas 
which are popular aTnong certain laerabers of the British middle 
class and has no relationship to the ideas and problems of the 
community which the playground was to have served. The concept 
was imposed on the community and serves as an Ideological tool 
in the destruction and suppression of the dovelofment of a 
radical community consciousness among the youths and their 
parents. This concept undermines the authority of the family 
and school; aids in the prevention of the reestablishment of 
stable job and family relationships among West Indians. Such 
organizations as the Adventure Playgrounds are used by British 
society as a proof that the government is doing something to 
solve the many problems created by the economic exploitation 
of blacks in that society. 
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My major hypotheses are: that such organizations as the 
Adventure Playgrounds, Youth Clubs, Youth Homes, help to 
create and niaintain a ghetto subculture araon* West Indian 
youths. This ghetto subculture prepares the final alienating 
blow to the youths whose original socio-economic life and 
cultural values are tainted with colonial assimilation by 
further widening the gap betweeen them and the white dominant 

P society. That these organizations together with other 

I institutions function together in the making of an inactive 
West Indian proletariat and that this policy is mainly the 
result of economic and racial reasons. That the function of 
such a proletariat once it is created is no longer that of 
serving as a cheap and unskilled labour force nor a reserve 
army of labour to be called up in the time of a labour shortage 
as was the case in the 1950' s, but that of providing the ruling 

, class with an additional ideological weapon to be used against 

1 the socialist revolution in Britain, 



The present economic situation in England has led to the further 
alienation of West Indian workers from the means of production 
and from the cultural, social and political institutions of the 
dominant society. Historically British interest in West Indian 
has been economic. The continuation of low capital investments 
in Britain will cause the political and eaonoraic place of West 
Indians in Britain to become worse. The absence of an economic 
demand for West Indians in Britain has led to open conflict 
between them and the dominant society. The dominant society 
has reacted to this conflict by establishing separate 
organizations such as. Adventure Playgrounds, Youth Clubs, 
Youth Homes and Housing Trusts, to contain and control this 
conflict. These organizations are not directly controlled by 
the government but they are dependent on the dominant society 
for financial and professional support. Each organization. 
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before it can apply for a grant fro. charity or be registered 
as a Charity, must form a committee composed of a Chairman, a 
Director, a Secretary, a Treasurer and an Auditor. These 
corn^ittees are made up of people who: are eaid not to have a 
financial interest in thes. organizations, and they are in 
mo.t cases members of the ruling class. They are said to lend 
their good names to community organizations and this act makes 
the organisation accepted in the eyes of the British public as 
fulfilling a meaningful social function. These conunittees 
^ have pl.yed . very important role in seeing that organizations 

such as Advouture Playgrounds and Youth Clubs remain cheap 
forms Of entertainment rather than positive socializing organs. 
All co«,rr.unity organizations are staffed by an outside and 
inside group of hand-picked professionals whose job it is to 
carry out the policies and programs of the dominant white group. 
These so-called leaders are trained by the British in an 
ideological way and not in a way which enables them to analyse 
^ nor deal with the problems which exist. They have also become 
dependent upon these organizations for jobs because of the 
limited job opportunities existing in London. The limitation on 
lT,s7TJT.T:: r ^-^-i^^-^es for mobility, which only 

^ individual sense, have developed competition among 

these social workers (w.i, to the extent that there exists a 
conflict between leaders and organisations. This conflict has 
brought an additional problem to the area. Most of the workers 
in these organizations have no more than an economic interest 
in the continuation of these organizations, and have added to 
the misunderstanding about the real function of such 
organizations. 



